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With both sadness and pride, we celebrate with you today the life of Dr. George L. Kramerich Jr. 
On the campus of Cleveland State University, George was, and still is, an institution all by himself. 
His passing, as my colleague Dan Simon noted, marks the end of an era. But his legacy, his 
imprint on all those who came into contact with him, will surely last. 

George was a Korean War veteran and he earned the B.S.E.E. degree with honor in 1963 and 
M.S.E.E. degree in 1964, all from Florida State University. He came to CSU in 1970 after receiving 
the Ph.D. degree in Electrical Engineering from Case Western Reserve University.  

George is survived by his wife of sixty-two years, Nadine, his children Leslie, Amanda, and 
George, and his grandchildren Gabrielle and Alexander. 

In over forty years at CSU, George served and excelled as a faculty member, as the chair of the 
Department of Engineering Technology and the Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, and as the assistant dean in the college of engineering. He was an outstanding 
researcher with over 25 funded research projects. He served local community with distinction as 
an engineering consultant, as a fire investigator and an expert witness. He even wrote the 
manual on fire investigation.  

George was an inspiration, a mentor and a role model for us all. An engineering professor, he 
taught us all about humanity. He’d roam the hall way and challenge everyone who made the eye 
contact: be it students, professors, or administrators. He’d ask them what they were doing and 
why they were doing it. I remember the first time I asked him to critique my paper, he said to 
me bluntly: “I couldn’t get past the first sentence”. Incidentally, that was the beginning of my 



own transformation. My colleague Pong Chu can tell you all about how George helped him 
getting started on writing the first textbook. He now has six under his name, and counting.  

Another colleague, Lili Dong, says “George fostered a positive environment, making our 
department a great place to work. He generously shared with me many valuable advices on 
both teaching and research, to which I am forever grateful. George motivated and inspired me 
to be a better educator. He will be always in my memory.” 

George was indeed extremely generous with his time in mentoring and grooming young faculty 
members as they grow in their career. The first order of business when he became our 
department chair in mid 90s was to take a group of us to NASA Glenn Research Center. The 
meeting started with hesitation from the NASA side but George would have none of it.  He was 
clear and specific: “you have problems; we’ll find it, and we’ll solve it for you.” That was vintage 
George, that was the beginning of a decade-long multi-million dollar research project that 
moved NASA from the analog age to the digital one in space power management.  

Attention everyone, this is the Kramerich way of getting things done! He made it look easy, he 
was one of a kind. Under his leadership, CSU became the leading institution in the world in 
industrial control technology, as shown in the recent video from our research office. On Jan. 18, 
2018, an entire team of process control engineers from a Fortune 500 company came to CSU to 
attend the lecture on a new generation of technology known as ADRC. The lecture was 
dedicated to the memory of Dr. George Kramerich, who, as the department chair, provided the 
laboratory space (FH 327 and 304) and continuous funding for graduate students for the initial 
phase of the development. Outside the mainstream and lasting over two decades, the work on 
ADRC was made possible only because of George’s vision and leadership. Incidentally, a few 
days before George’s passing, this work was officially recognized as distinguished research at 
the 2018 CSU Fall Commencement Ceremony last December.  

Perhaps George made his deepest imprint in the area of teaching. The following are some of the 
comments we received:  

“Some people come into our lives, leave footprints in our heads and we are never the same.” (Marko Generalovic) 

“In a recent Industry Advisory Board meeting for the Electrical Engineering department, we talked a lot about George 
and his devotion to education. Everyone agreed that he never compromised the quality of education setting high 
standards and yet was loved by most of his students.” (Chansu Yu) 

“George was a rare individual with a passion for a well-rounded education for all his students. He was an outstanding 
teacher, mentor, and friend to all who were blessed with his knowledge, skills, and the opportunity be his student or 
peer. He was more interested in what he could provide to make others successful than personal recognition.” (James 
Watson) 

“George’s passing is the end of an era. He was the Department Chair who hired me as an assistant professor at CSU in 
1999. He was a great friend, teacher, and mentor. He was universally respected by students, staff, and faculty. He left 
a tremendous legacy at CSU. His positive impact will continue for many, many years to come.” (Dan Simon) 
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“When I (Eugenio Villaseca) was hired, (Vijaya Konangi had started the year before me while completing his 
dissertation) he mentored me and Vijaya. After our evening classes Vijaya would come to my office to pick me up to 
meet George in his office. George very patiently answered our questions and gave us advice. He never once said, 
"Gentlemen it's getting late!" We were the ones that ended the meetings when we realized that we had abused his 
time for too long. And this continued until both of us, simultaneously, got tenured. I will never forget this, and I will 
be eternally grateful to him.” 

“He was an excellent teacher! He had a commanding presence that elicited both fear and respect from his students. I 
know many students felt that Dr. Kramerich always had their best interest at heart. His impact is still being felt. May 
God Bless you George Kramerich.” (William Thesling) 

“George is the role model that I’ve always used when thinking about what kind of teacher I want to be – the students 
loved him for his fierce love of the subject as well as the highest level of rigor that he brought into the classroom. He 
also taught me that as a faculty member, I can expect no better behavior from my students than what I demonstrate 
to them. He helped me craft my tenure case, and helped me see where my future can go.” (Nigamanth Sridhar) 

In conclusion, George functioned in this busy world of ours with purity. He had no personal 
agenda: he was not concerned with the number of grants or publications, nor the prestige and 
professional recognition. The only thing on his mind was the wellbeing of the students and, by 
extension, the wellbeing of CSU. He believed that we do research because, to be a good teacher, 
we must be intellectually alive, we must remain curious, we must communicate with precision 
and elegance. He had no patience with personal agenda or ego not aligned with our mission as 
educators.  

 

He was from a different era! 

 

P.S. A Scholarship is being established in George’s name, $10k strong and growing at this moment. Please contact 
Zhiqiang Gao at z.gao@csuohio.edu or Mike Manzi at michael.manzi@ppg.com if you are interested.  
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